Item 2. Description of Property

Most of Hitachi’s plants, offices and other fixed assets are located in Japan. Hitachi considers its properties to
be well maintained and believes its plant capacity is adequate for its current needs. Certain of Hitachi’s
properties such as land and buildings are subject to mortgages in respect of bonds and loans. The total
outstanding balance of the secured loans and bonds as of March 31, 2000 was ¥21 billion.

Relevant property data in relation to major lines of business are as follows:

Name Location Area
thousand m
In Japan
Hitachi, Ltd.:
Semiconductor & Integrated Tokyo, etc. 596
Circuits
Thermal & Hydroelectric Ibaraki 3,578
Systems Division, etc.
Displays Chiba 523
Sales Offices Osaka, etc. 238
Head Office Tokyo 877
Device Development Center Tokyo 60
Central Research Laboratory Tokyo 691
Enterprise Server Division Kanagawa 212
Telecommunication Systems Kanagawa 315
Division
Data Storage & Retrieval Kanagawa 131
Systems Division
Subsidiaries:
Tokyo Monorail Co., Ltd. Tokyo 62
Hitaka Works Ibaraki, etc. 1,055
(Hitachi Cable, Ltd.)
Yasugi Works Shimane 1,128
(Hitachi Metals, Ltd.)
Kyoto Works Kyoto 313
(Hitachi Maxell, Ltd.)
Tsuchiura Operations Group Ibaraki, etc. 5,463
(Hitachi Construction Machinery Co., Ltd.)
Head Office Tokyo 166
(Hitachi Building Systems Co., Ltd.)
Shimodate Works Ibaraki 434
(Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.)
Tsuchiura Works Ibaraki 562
(Hitachi Cable, Ltd.)
Densen Works Ibaraki 115
(Hitachi Cable, Ltd.)
Head Office Tokyo 38

(Hitachi Medical Corporation)
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Principal Products

LSlIs, ICs
Power generating equipment, Turbines
Display Tubes, Liquid Crystal Displays

LSls, ICs

Mainframe computers
Telephone exchanges, Transmission systems

Magnetic Disks

Electric wire and cable
Special steels
Magnetic Recording Media

Hydraulic Excavators

Electronic materials and components
Copper Products

Electronic components and materials,
Rubber goods



Name Location Area Principal Products
thousand m?

Overseas Subsidiaries:

Hitachi Metals America, Ltd. New York, 2,823 Casting Products
U.S.A,, etc.
Hitachi Computer Products Binan, 83 Magnetic Disks
(Asia) Corp. Philippines
Hitachi Semiconductor Landshut, 63 DRAMs, LSIs
(Europe) GmbH Germany
Item 3. Legal Proceedings

There are no material pending legal proceedings, other than ordinary routine litigation incidental to its business,
to which Hitachi or any of its directors is a party, or of which any of its properties is the subject.

Item 4. Control of Registrant

(@ None
(b) (1) None

(2) The total amount of the Company’s voting securities owned by the Directors and Corporate
Auditors as of September 1, 2000 was as follows:

Percent
Title of Class Identity of Person or Group  Amount Owned of Class
Common Stock (par Directors and Corporate 350,634 0.01%

value ¥50 per share) Auditors

(c) None
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Item 5. Nature of Trading Market

Common Stock, American Depositary Receipts

The primary market for the Company’s Common Stock is the Tokyo Stock Exchange (the “TSE™). The
Common Stock is traded on the First Section of the TSE and is also listed on five other stock exchanges in
Japan. In addition, the Company’s Common Stock is listed on the Amsterdam Stock Exchange in the form of
Continental Depositary Receipts, on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange in the form of co-ownership shares in a
Global Bearer Certificate, on the Luxembourg Stock Exchange in the form of European Depositary Receipts,
and on the Paris Stock Exchange in the form of original Common Stock. In the United States, the Company’s
American Depositary Shares (“ADSs”) are listed and traded on the New York Stock Exchange (the “NYSE”) in
the form of American Depositary Receipts (“ADRs”). There may from time to time be a differential between
the Common Stock’s price on exchanges outside the United States and the market price of the ADSs in the
United States.

ADRs are issuable pursuant to the Deposit Agreement dated July 9, 1963, as amended and restated on March 6,
1981 and as further amended on February 17, 1982 (the “Deposit Agreement”), among Hitachi, Ltd., Citibank,
NL.A. as Depositary (the “Depositary”), and the holders of ADRs. Each ADR evidences ADSs, each
representing 10 shares of Common Stock deposited under the Deposit Agreement with The Fuji Bank, Limited,
Tokyo, or The Industrial Bank of Japan, Limited, Tokyo, as agents of the Depositary, or any successor or
successors to such agent or agents.

The following table sets forth for the periods indicated the reported high and low sales prices of the Company’s
Common Stock on the TSE and the reported high and low sales prices of the Company’s ADSs on the NYSE.

Tokyo New York
Stock Exchange Stock Exchange
Price Per Share Price Per American
Calendar Period of Common Stock Depositary Share
1998 High Low High Low
1st quarter ¥ 1,080 ¥ 902 $ 84 11/16 $ 67 1/2
2nd quarter 1,015 827 77 59 5/16
3rd quarter 950 543 68 7/16 40 3/16
4th quarter 806 532 65 9/16 40 3/8
1999
1st quarter 892 683 75 59 15/16
2nd quarter 1,160 814 94 15/16 67
3rd quarter 1,330 1,047 114 7/8 91
4th quarter 1,640 1,000 164 1/2 95
2000
1st quarter 1,709 1,170 163 7/8 110
Notes:

(a) Prices per share of Common Stock are as reported by the TSE.
(b) Prices per American Depositary Share are based upon one American Depositary Share representing
10 shares of Common Stock and are as reported by the NYSE via the NYSEnet system.
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As of March 31, 2000, approximately 11.0% of the Company’s Common Stock was owned by 273 United States
shareholders as a whole, including the Depositary’s nominee as one shareholder of record, the percentage
ownership of which was about 3.3%.

Item 6. Exchange Controls and Other Limitations Affecting Security Holders

(a) Exchange Regulations

The Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Law of Japan, as amended, and the cabinet orders and ministerial
ordinances thereunder (the “Foreign Exchange Law™) govern certain matters relating to the issuance of
equity-related securities by the Company and the acquisition and holding of shares of Common Stock or ADSs
representing such shares by “exchange non-residents” and by “foreign investors” as hereinafter defined. The
Foreign Exchange Law currently in effect does not affect the right of an exchange non-resident to purchase or
sell an ADS outside Japan.

“Exchange non-residents” are defined under the Foreign Exchange Law as individuals who are not resident in
Japan and corporations whose principal offices are located outside Japan. Generally branches and other
offices of Japanese corporations located outside Japan are regarded as exchange non-residents, but branches and
other offices located within Japan of non-resident corporations are regarded as residents of Japan. “Foreign
investors” are defined to be (i) individuals not resident in Japan, (ii) corporations which are organized under the
laws of foreign countries or whose principal offices are located outside Japan and (iii) corporations of which (a)
50% or more of the shares are held by (i) and/or (ii) above, (b) a majority of officers consists of non-resident
individuals or (c) a majority of officers having the power of representation consists of non-resident individuals.

Dividends and Proceeds of Sales

Under the Foreign Exchange Law, dividends paid on, and the proceeds of sales in Japan of, shares of
Common Stock held by exchange non-residents in general may be converted into any foreign currency
and repatriated abroad. The acquisition of shares of Common Stock by exchange non-resident
shareholders by way of stock splits is not subject to any requirements under the Foreign Exchange Law.

Acquisition of Shares

Under the Foreign Exchange Law, acquisition of shares of a Japanese company listed on any Japanese
stock exchange or traded on the over-the-counter market in Japan (“listed shares™) by an exchange
non-resident from a resident of Japan is generally not subject to a prior filing requirement.

In case a foreign investor acquires listed shares (whether from a resident of Japan or an exchange
non-resident, from another foreign investor or from or through a designated securities company) and as a
result of such acquisition the number of shares held directly or indirectly by such foreign investor would
become 10% or more of the total outstanding shares of the company, the foreign investor is required to
make a post report on such acquisition to the Minister of Finance and other Ministers having jurisdiction
over the business of the subject company (the “Competent Ministers.”) In certain exceptional cases, a
prior filing is required and the Competent Ministers may recommend the modification or abandonment of
the proposed acquisition and, if the foreign investor does not accept the recommendation, order its
modification or prohibition.
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(b)

Exercise or Transfer of Subscription Rights

Acquisition by an exchange non-resident shareholder of shares of Common Stock upon exercise of
subscription rights is subject to the same procedures as described under “Acquisition of Shares.” If an
exchange non-resident shareholder wishes to transfer, rather than exercise, any subscription rights, he may
sell such rights in or outside Japan without restriction. Rights to subscribe for shares of Common Stock
given to the shareholders may be made generally transferable by the Board of Directors. Whether a
company will make subscription rights generally transferable in future offerings will depend upon the
circumstances at the times of such offerings. If subscription rights are not made generally transferable, a
transfer by a foreign investor (as defined above) not resident in Japan will be enforceable against the
company and third parties only if prior written consent to each such transfer is obtained from the company.
When such consent is necessary in the future for the transfer of subscription rights, the Company intends
to consent, on request, to all such transfers by non-residents.

American Depositary Shares

The deposit of shares of Common Stock by an exchange non-resident of Japan, the issuance of ADRs in
exchange therefor and the withdrawal of the underlying shares of Common Stock by an exchange
non-resident upon surrender of ADRs are not subject to any requirements under the Foreign Exchange
Law, except where as a result of such deposit or withdrawal the aggregate number of shares of Common
Stock held by the Depositary (or its nominee) or the holder surrendering ADRs, as the case may be, would
be 10% or more of the total outstanding shares of Common Stock, in which event a post reporting may be
required as described under “Acquisition of Shares.”

Certain Other Provisions of Japanese Law

Stock Splits

The entire amount of the issue price of new shares of Common Stock is required to be accounted for as
stated capital, although a company may account for an amount not exceeding one-half of such issue price
as capital surplus (subject to the remainder being not less than the total par value of the new shares being
issued.) A company may at any time transfer the whole or any part of its capital surplus and legal
reserve to stated capital by a resolution of the Board of Directors. The whole or any part of retained
earnings which may be distributed as annual dividends may also be transferred to stated capital by a
resolution of an ordinary general meeting of shareholders.  “Stock split” means any kind of stock split
including a free share distribution, a stock dividend and a sub-division.

A company may, upon giving prior public notice to shareholders, at any time split the outstanding shares
of Common Stock into a greater number of shares by a resolution of the Board of Directors if (i) the total
par value of the shares in issue after the stock split does not exceed the stated capital and (ii) the net assets
of the company (as appearing in the latest balance sheet) divided by the number of the shares in issue after
the stock split is at least ¥50. Such a stock split generally becomes effective on the record date specified
in the above mentioned public notice unless a different effective date is specified by the aforementioned
resolution of the Board of Directors.
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Reporting of Substantial Shareholdings

The Securities and Exchange Law of Japan, as amended, requires any person who has become,
beneficially and solely or jointly, a holder of more than 5% of the total issued voting shares of capital
stock of a company listed on any Japanese stock exchange or whose shares are traded on the
over-the-counter market in Japan to file with the Minister of Finance of Japan within five business days a
report concerning such share holdings. A similar report must also be made in respect of any subsequent
change of one percentage point or more in any such holding. For this purpose, shares issuable to such
person upon conversion of convertible securities or exercise of warrants are taken into account in
determining both the number of shares held by such holder and the issuer’s total issued share capital.
Copies of each such report must also be furnished to the issuer of such shares and all Japanese stock
exchanges on which the shares are listed or (in the case of shares traded over-the-counter) the Japan
Securities Dealers Association.

Unit Share System

Pursuant to the Commercial Code, the Company has adopted 1,000 shares as one unit of shares. The
Company may not issue share certificates for a number of shares not constituting an integral number of
units except in certain limited cases. Since transfers of less than one unit of the underlying shares of
common stock are normally prohibited under the unit share system, under the Deposit Agreement
currently in force, the right of ADR holders to surrender their ADRs and withdraw the underlying shares
of common stock may only be exercised as to whole units of common stock.

Acquisition by the Company of Shares

The Company is generally prohibited from acquiring its own shares of Common Stock except, among
others, in the following cases as more fully provided in the Commercial Code (or, in the case of (iv)
below, the Law on an Exception for the Procedure of Retirement of Shares in the Commercial Code as
well): (i) by means of a reduction of its capital; (ii) by means of merger, consolidation or acquisition of all
assets of other company; (iii) for the purpose of transfer of shares to its directors and employees (if there
is any justifiable reason) pursuant to a resolution of general meeting of shareholders, including a transfer
pursuant to a stock option plan, to the extent that such acquired shares do not exceed 10% of all the
outstanding shares, so long as the retained earnings are legally available; or (iv) for the purpose of
retirement of shares pursuant to a resolution of general meeting of shareholders, or if provided in the
Articles of Incorporation, a resolution of the Board of Directors, (a) by means of an appropriation of the
earnings to the extent that such acquired shares (together with the shares acquired under (b) below) do not
exceed 10% of all the outstanding shares or (b) by means of an appropriation of additional paid-in capital,
so long as the retained earnings in each of (a) and (b) are legally available.

In addition, the Company may acquire shares in response to a shareholder’s request for purchase of his
shares representing less than one unit or certain other reasons, as provided in the Commercial Code.

Shares acquired must be canceled as soon as possible (in the case of (i) or (iv)), transferred to its directors
and employees within six months from the date of acquisition of the shares or before expiry of an exercise
period under a stock option plan (in the case of (iii)) or sold or otherwise transferred to a third party
within a reasonable time thereafter (in the case of (ii) or (iii)).

The Commercial Code generally prohibits any subsidiary from acquiring shares in its parent company.
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By the resolution of the ordinary general meeting of shareholders of the Company held in June 1998, the
Avrticles of Incorporation was amended to provide that the Company can purchase and retire a maximum
of 300 million shares by appropriations of retained earnings.

Item 7. Taxation

Generally, a non-resident of Japan or a non-Japanese corporation is subject to Japanese withholding tax on
dividends paid by Japanese corporations.  Stock splits are in general not subject to Japanese income tax.
However, a transfer of retained earnings or legal reserve (but, in general, not capital surplus) to stated capital
(whether made in connection with a stock split or otherwise) is treated as a dividend payment to shareholders
for Japanese tax purposes and is, in general, subject to Japanese income and withholding tax. No such transfer
would be necessary in connection with a stock split if the total par value of the shares in issue after the stock
split does not exceed the stated capital.

Under the income tax convention currently in effect between the United States and Japan, the maximum rate of
Japanese withholding tax which may be imposed on dividends paid by Japanese corporations to a United States
resident or a United States corporation not having a “permanent establishment” (as defined therein) in Japan is
generally 15%.

Absent any applicable tax convention or agreement reducing the maximum rate of withholding tax, the rate of
Japanese withholding tax applicable to dividends paid by Japanese corporations to non-residents of Japan or
non-Japanese corporations is at present 20%.

Gains derived from the sale outside Japan of shares of Common Stock or ADRs by a non-resident of Japan or a
non-Japanese corporation, or from the sale of shares of Common Stock within Japan by a non-resident of Japan
or a non-Japanese corporation not having a permanent establishment in Japan, are in general not subject to
Japanese income or corporation taxes. Japanese inheritance and gift taxes at progressive rates may be payable
by an individual who has acquired shares of Common Stock or ADRs as legatee, heir or donee.

If the purchase of shares with respect to retirement of shares of common stock under the Law on an Exception
for Procedure of Retirement of Shares in the Commercial Code is made during the period from November 17,
1995 to March 31, 2002, tax on a constructive dividend is generally not applicable to shareholders who do not
sell shares. See “Item 6. Exchange Controls and Other Limitations Affecting Security Holders - (b) Certain
Other Provisions of Japanese Law - Acquisition by the Company of Shares.”

19



	Item2. Description of Property
	Item3. Legal Proceedings
	Item4. Control of Registrant
	Item5. Nature of Trading Market
	Item6. Exchange Controls and Other Limitations Affecting Security Holders
	Item7. Taxation
	NEXT >>
	<< INDEX

