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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Hitachi Awarded International Citizens Award  

by Japan America Society of Southern California 

 

California, July 2, 2013 --- Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501 / “Hitachi”) today announced 

that it has been awarded the International Citizens Award by the Japan America 

Society of Southern California (JASSC). The award ceremony was held today at 

the California Science Center in Los Angeles, California. 

 

JASSC is a not-for-profit organization established to build economic, cultural, 

governmental and other relationships between the people of Japan and the U.S. 

JASSC bestows this award on groups or individuals that contribute to the building 

of these relationships. Today’s award recognizes the work Hitachi has done with 

the Society in the southern California area. This includes several kite workshops in 

which a kite expert from Japan teaches elementary school children how to make 

Japanese kites; sponsorship of the Kite Festival each Fall, as well as support for a 

Japanese language contest for senior high school students. 

 

“The Hitachi Group has worked in various ways to contribute to regional 

communities in California and other parts of the U.S. We are extremely delighted 

and appreciative that these efforts have been recognized by the Japan America 

Society of Southern California. We will continue to devote our energies to activities 

that build even stronger bridges of friendship between the U.S. and Japan,” said 

Toshiaki Kuzuoka, Senior Vice President and Executive Officer, Hitachi, Ltd.  

 

Hitachi conducts various social contribution activities in three specific areas: 

education, the environment, and social welfare. In Southern California, Hitachi has 

supported a variety of programs designed to build stronger relations between 

Japan and the U.S. The kite workshop is one of the educational programs that 

Hitachi is being recognized for today. Launched in 2001 by JASSC, Hitachi has 

been a supporter of this program since its inception. Mikio Toki, a kite master and 

member of the Edo-Kite Preservation Society, is invited from Japan to instruct 

children in the art of making Japanese kites. As part of this program, he visits 
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several elementary schools in Los Angeles every year, teaching the joys of 

Japanese kite making to hundreds of excited children. Hitachi has similarly been 

recognized for support of the Japan Bowl, a Japanese language contest for high 

school students, contestants in the Japan Bowl pit their knowledge of Japan 

against one another speaking only in Japanese. The first Japan Bowl was held in 

Southern California in March 2013, and plans call for it to be held on a continuous 

basis.  

 

Going forward, Hitachi aims to fulfill its social responsibility as a company and, at 

the same time, sees social contribution activities as a vital corporate activity for 

raising corporate value. Working as one, the Hitachi Group will continue to engage 

in social contribution activities to help create an even better society.  

 

About Hitachi, Ltd. 

Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is a leading global 

electronics company with approximately 326,000 employees worldwide. The 

company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2012 (ended March 31, 2013) totaled 

9,041 billion yen ($96.1 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social 

Innovation Business, which includes infrastructure systems, information & 

telecommunication systems, power systems, construction machinery, high 

functional material & components, automotive systems and others. 

For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company's website at 

http://www.hitachi.com. 
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Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
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