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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Hitachi and Qatar University 

Enter Into a Comprehensive Industry-University Collaboration 
Agreement Concerning Environmental and Energy Efficiency 

Technologies in the Infrastructure Systems Field 
 

 
At the signing ceremony 

(From left: Hideyuki Ariyasu, Chief Executive Officer, Hitachi Plant Qatar;  
Kunizo Sakai, Vice President and Executive Officer, President & CEO of Infrastructure Systems 

Company,Hitachi; Professor Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, President, Qatar University) 

 
Tokyo, November 6, 2014 - Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501, “Hitachi”), Hitachi Plant Qatar L.L.C. 
(“Hitachi Plant Qatar”), a joint venture company established by Hitachi and a local firm in the 
State of Qatar (“Qatar”), and Qatar University, a national university of Qatar (President: 
Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad), today announced that a signing ceremony was held to enter 
into a comprehensive industry-university collaboration agreement concerning 
environmental and energy efficiency technologies in the infrastructure systems field. Under 
this agreement, the three parties agreed to collaborate on the review and selection of 
research and development (R&D) themes concerning advanced technologies that are 
suited to the environment and the needs of the Middle East region, including Qatar, over 
the next three years. The three parties will successively conduct technology development, 
field trials and other activities based on the selected R&D themes in order to put the 
resulting technologies into use as early as possible in the Middle East. As the first activity, 
the parties plan to initiate collaborative R&D concerning energy-efficient air conditioning 
system technology from the beginning of 2015. 
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Guided by the Qatar National Vision 2030, a growth strategy eyeing 2030, Qatar is seeking 
to spur further economic development and improve the country’s standards of living in the 
course of achieving a sustainable society. With its plans to host the FIFA World Cup in 2022, 
infrastructure investment in the country is expected to increase. Qatar has extensive plans 
for new construction projects, such as football stadiums, hotels and railways. The 
development of these projects has been accompanied by a growing influx of foreign 
migrant workers, resulting in a rapid increase in demand for power and water. At present, 
Qatar has set national targets of reducing power consumption and water consumption per 
person by 20% and 35%, respectively, by 2016 compared with 2011 levels. 
 
To solve these energy-related issues, Hitachi, Hitachi Plant Qatar and Qatar University will 
begin reviewing and selecting joint R&D themes primarily in three fields: energy-efficient air 
conditioning, water treatment and recycling, and energy efficient management.  
 
Hitachi possesses advanced technologies in energy-efficient air conditioning systems, 
water treatment systems and other related areas, along with an extensive track record and 
much expertise gained worldwide. Hitachi Plant Qatar has local experiences in the 
engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) of social infrastructure facilities and other 
projects. Qatar University is driving R&D forward to address national priorities in the 
country’s infrastructure systems field, including energy and water, with the view to achieving 
a sustainable society based on Qatar National Vision 2030. In light of these factors, Hitachi, 
Hitachi Plant Qatar and Qatar University believe that their work records and strengths will 
be effective in overcoming any difficulties about building infrastructure systems in Qatar. 
Accordingly, they have entered into a comprehensive industry-university collaboration 
agreement. The framework of this agreement also encompasses the interaction and 
exchanges of people. Internship students from Qatar University and Hitachi engineers will 
be dispatched to one another’s sites to promote technology exchanges and the 
development of human resources. 
 
The first activity will be to collaborate on R&D in energy-efficient air conditioning system 
technology. Qatar is currently planning to build a large number of new facilities, including 
buildings, hotels, hospitals and football stadiums, in addition to vegetable cultivation facilities 
to improve the country’s food self-sufficiency rate. These facilities will require a vast amount 
of electrical energy to operate air conditioning systems, making it imperative to evenly 
distribute energy efficiency measures and power consumption. To solve these issues, 
Hitachi, Hitachi Plant Qatar and Qatar University plan to jointly develop technologies that 
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are suited to the features of the environment in the Middle East region and to each target 
facility, and to put these technologies into actual use.  
 
Kunizo Sakai, Vice President and Executive Officer, President & CEO of Infrastructure 
Systems Company, Hitachi, said, “Hitachi is honoured to enter into this comprehensive 
industry-university collaboration agreement with Qatar University, which is conducting a 
host of innovative initiatives in Qatar. Besides making effective use of the joint research 
achievements, we intend to demonstrate the collective capabilities of the Hitachi Group in 
order to develop business activities closely tied to customers and the region as “One 
Hitachi.” In doing so, we aim to contribute to the development of Qatar and the larger 
Middle East region.”  
 
Professor Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, President, Qatar University, said, “Qatar University is 
pleased to work with Hitachi through this collaboration on contributing to energy efficiency 
and water conservation strategies in Qatar. The partnership will serve a wide range of 
ongoing and planned development projects in Qatar, and as such is very much in line with 
QU’s commitment to addressing national priorities while offering opportunities for students 
to gain knowledge, experience and skills that empower them to drive the country’s 
development and progress in the future.“  
 
Looking ahead, Hitachi, Hitachi Plant Qatar and Qatar University will pursue cutting-edge 
technology development that is attuned to Qatar and the larger Middle East region. 
Through these efforts, they will seek to rise above environmental and energy efficiency 
challenges and contribute to infrastructure development. 
 
About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that answer 
society’s challenges with our talented team and proven experience in global markets. The 
company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2013 (ended March 31, 2014) totaled 9,616 
billion yen ($93.4 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social Innovation 
Business, which includes infrastructure systems, information & telecommunication systems, 
power systems, construction machinery, high functional materials & components, 
automotive systems, healthcare and others. For more information on Hitachi, please visit 
the company's website at http://www.hitachi.com. 
 

http://www.hitachi.com/


- 4 - 

 

About Hitachi Plant Qatar  
Hitachi Plant Qatar is a joint venture company established in April 2012 by Specialised 
International Services O.P.C., a Qatar-based business investment firm, and Hitachi. Hitachi 
Plant Qatar is engaged in engineering, procurement and construction of air conditioning, 
plumbing, electrical facilities, water treatment facilities, industrial machinery, civil 
engineering and building, among other operations.  
 
About Qatar University  
Established in 1973, Qatar University is a national university comprising colleges such as 
Business and Economics, Arts and Sciences, Engineering, Pharmacy, Law, and Education. 
Qatar University is engaged in a broad range of research in order to achieve a sustainable 
society in Qatar, with research fields encompassing energy and water, healthcare, Islamic 
culture, law, life sciences and more. Notably, Qatar University has been participating in 
efforts to address national priorities at the working level in recent years. These priorities 
include developing air conditioning systems for football stadiums and other projects in 
urban development areas, introducing renewable energy, and securing energy and water 
to improve the food self-sufficiency rate. For more information on Qatar University, please 
visit http://www.qu.edu.qa/. 
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http://www.qu.edu.qa/


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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