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Hitachi Rail Europe signs contract with Abellio to provide new trains 
for ScotRail franchise 

 
Edinburgh, 12 March, 2015 – Hitachi Rail Europe and Abellio are delighted to 
announce today that they have signed a contract for the provision and maintenance of 
70 new trains for the upcoming ScotRail franchise. The trains are financed by 
Caledonian Rail Leasing. 
 
46 three-car and 24 four-car AT200 EMU trains are being procured to operate along 
the Edinburgh-Glasgow and Stirling – Alloa –Dunblane lines and will go into service in 
late 2017. The contract also comprises a 10-year maintenance deal, with plans 
currently in place to stable and service the trains at depots in Edinburgh. 
 
The first seven trains are scheduled to be built in Hitachi’s Kasado factory in Japan, 
with the remaining 63 being built in their flagship Newton Aycliffe train manufacturing 
facility in the UK, opening later this year. 
 
Transport Scotland’s Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme (EGIP) is a 
crucial part of the new ScotRail franchise, and these new trains will play an important 
role in delivering extensive benefits for Scottish rail users and providing long term 
economic sustainability. 
 
The AT200 model has been designed to transform the regional commuter travel 
experience.  With a top speed of 100 miles per hour, each car is 23 metres in length, 
and features cab-end and inter-vehicle gangways to facilitate the best use of 
passenger space. The train has a 35-year design life and is made to complement the 
requirements as set out and agreed with Transport Scotland.   
 
The contract is being financed by Caledonian Rail Leasing Ltd, a Special Purpose 
Vehicle created by SMBC Leasing.  
 
Derek Mackay, Scottish Transport Minister, said: “With the new ScotRail franchise, a 
number of impressive infrastructure projects and these slick new trains, we are giving 
Scotland a railway to be proud of.“ 
 
“Abellio’s winning bid for the ScotRail franchise included several exciting proposals 
and I look forward to seeing it all take shape from their takeover of the service in just a 
few weeks.“ 
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“Passengers will love using these new trains, but the benefits go far beyond that. The 
use of electric trains on Scotland’s busiest route will help reduce our carbon footprint. 
The improved connection can only be good for our two biggest cities. And the 
innovative contract has reduced the cost of the finance, as well as guaranteeing a 
great deal for Scotland in the longer term.“ 
 
“This is real evidence of Scotland’s railways being fit for the future.” 
 
Jeff Hoogesteger, Chief Executive of Abellio said: “This is an important deal for 
passengers and for Scotland. New trains for Scotland were a key feature in Abellio’s 
bid for the franchise and we are excited to be pressing the button on the delivery 
programme. The arrival of 24 Hitachi AT200s by late 2017 and a further 46 by Dec 
2018 will ensure that the full benefits of the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement 
Programme are realised for passengers; delivering faster journey times, greater 
capacity and higher service quality. And the effects of the investment will spread much 
wider than that. The new trains will be more energy efficient, and innovations in design 
and lightweight construction will reduce the impact of services on important 
infrastructure.” 
   
Jon Veitch, Hitachi Rail Europe’s General Manager for Scotland, said: “We are 
delighted to be signing this contract with Abellio today, which will see the supply of 
rolling stock and maintenance services for their new ScotRail franchise. This forms 
the start of a long-term partnership to boost passenger services in Scotland, and we 
will be working closely with the operator to ensure that services are kept to a very high 
standard across this period.“  
 
“This is also the first contract for our recently launched AT200 commuter train. With 
the majority of manufacturing taking place in our Newton Aycliffe factory, this is 
another sign of our confidence in UK manufacturing and, in line with the delivery of our 
Class 800 IEP trains, will boost jobs and growth in Scotland and the North East of 
England.” 
 
Abellio, a leading operator in the UK rail market, was named franchise operator for the 
ScotRail franchise on October 8, 2014.   
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About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that answer 
society’s challenges with our talented team and proven experience in global markets. The 
company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2013 (ended March 31, 2014) totalled 9,616 
billion yen ($93.4 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social Innovation Business, 
which includes infrastructure systems, information and telecommunication systems, power 
systems, construction machinery, high functional materials and components, automotive 
systems, healthcare and others. For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company's 
website at http://www.hitachi.com. 
 
About Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd.  
Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd., is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi Europe, Ltd. and is 
headquartered in London, UK. 
Hitachi Rail Europe is a total railway system supplier offering rolling stock, traction equipment, 
signalling, traffic management systems and maintenance depots. 
Hitachi draws on many years of experience as a leading supplier of high-speed trains such as 
the Shinkansen (bullet train) for the Japanese and international markets. In Europe, Hitachi 
Rail Europe’s first rolling stock contract was to deliver a fleet of 29 Class 395 trains, the first 
domestic high-speed train in the UK, which are maintained at Hitachi’s state-of-the-art depot 
in Ashford, Kent. As part of the British Department for Transport’s Intercity Express 
Programme, Hitachi Rail Europe will replace the UK’s fleet of Intercity trains, and will establish 
a new rolling stock manufacturing facility in Newton Aycliffe, UK for this purpose. The trains 
will be maintained and serviced in a number of new maintenance depots along the Great 
Western Main Line and the East Coast Main Line.  
For more information about the company, please visit: www.Hitachirail-eu.com . 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
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