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I do not exaggerate when | say that the future is in the hands of you. the young. Nature ensures continuity
through evolution. With each passing generation, the next is ready to take over. In the natural world, this
happens automatically. In human society, much has to be done to prepare youth to lead the future.

We have to keep pace with rapid change in the world. Otherwise, we will be left behind, marginalised.

The community has a clear responsibility to guide its youth into the future. But this responsibility must
translate into practice. Youth everywhere is idealistic, full of aspiration. Whatever is done in the name of
progress must not dampen your enthusiasm nor must it negate the development of your full potential.

Education is the main channel to propel the young into positions of leadership and responsibility.

Let me begin by discussing the university education that we see as basic to the advancement of
human civilisation.

Historically, universities have been centres of civilized life, centres of culture, of moral
and intellectual development. The present university model, developed during the
Industrial Age, has served us well. Education has led to economic development and
development has led to social transformation. Today’s universities are seen as utilitarian.
They must provide a skilled workforce. They must engage in income-generating rescarch.
They must contribute to national wealth creation.

But the Industrial Age is coming to an end. The Information Age is upon us. Knowledge

is exploding. The University has to realign to meet new demands. All of us need

to think about the future shape and focus on higher education: how can modern

universities maintain the right balance between functioning as intellectual centres
and functioning as agents for social and economic progress? This question calls for a change of culture,

a change of attitude, a change of thinking by the academic community.

The current higher education system is “elitist” and restrictive. A large segment of the population
is excluded. But education is the key to human development.

Knowledge creation and transfer are to the coming century what production and distribution of goods was
to the last. Education is empowerment. It enables people to become agents of change. Most of all, it plays
the pivotalrole in the cultivation of future leaders, social and economic entrepreneurs.

The concept of education has changed: Today, it is “learning without frontiers™, unrestricted by barriers
of age, time, space. income or cultural difference. It is global. It is lifelong - a continuous process
of improving one’s knowledge and skills, of cultivating creative potential, of bringing about personal
YOUNG development, of establishing bonds between individuals, groups, nations, generations.
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The education system of the next century, of your century, must bring forth a knowledge-based

: society where individuals are more creative, innovative, productive, and most of all, responsible. Is this an
62 ambitious goal? Yes, but it is absolutely necessary.
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It will not be enough for universities to provide individuals with knowledge, important though
that knowledge is. They must provide individuals with the tools to communicate, to adventure, to lead.
Our present education system does almost nothing to nurture creativity and the development of the whole
person. We have based our system on a narrow, shallow concept of human development. The concept
needs to be broader. deeper, to sustain us in the next phase. I know this is a difficult and sensitive area,
but we have to experiment to understand.

Each human being comes into the world with infinite creative potential. Rather than exploit this potential,
our present education system stifles it.

What do I mean by creativity? | mean the ability to bring new realities into being by force of imagination,
the inclination to see and experience life in new and different ways, the confidence to challenge
assumptions, to solve problems with insight, determination, and originality.

The creative individual is, perhaps, the greatest asset of mankind, but he or she is often unappreciated
orignored. As Mark Twain so aptly put it. “Anyone with a new idea is a crank - until the idea succeeds.”
Yet the advancement of civilisation is due to little else but the ingenuity and creativity of the human spirit.
Inventions are nothing but boundless imagination.

Technology, from the wheel to the space shuttle: media, from the printing press to the personal computer: all

the music, art, architecture that transform the quality of our existence; the Complete Works of Shakespeare,

Star Wars: Episode One, the Phantom Menace - all have one thing in common. They all started with an
empty notebook on an empty table. Looking down at those blank pages was a creative, imaginative human

being. Today. he or she may be staring at a blank screen and a blinking cursor - but it’s the same thing.

George Bernard Shaw stated that “Imagination is the beginning of creation. We imagine what we desire;
we will what we imagine; and at last we create what we will.”
Albert Einstein : “Tmagination is more important than knowledge.”

[ believe that creativity is not a special gift of the chosen few. It is a common trait of many. Children are

inherently creative. But by the time they become adults, that special flame has been snuffed out. Why?
What happened along the way? Any institution or nation that wishes to progress from the Industrial Age to
the Information Age to the Imagination Age must answer that question. Education must unleash the spirit

of creativity in youth; it must reopen the locked doors in adults; it must light torches in the individuals who

will lead the way.

Our present education system is largely skewed toward rote learning. Memorising the correct answers is

favoured over asking the right questions. Results are everything.

If Asia aspires to be scientifically and technologically on par with the West, then more has to be done

lo encourage creative, divergent thinking in our students. The system should focus more on the

learner’s own curiosity, discovery, pace of comprehension, originality. Students should invent solutions,

not memorise answers. Learning in this way is not only more effective; it is more enjoyable and less

boring. Moreover, it develops a creative human being.
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