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Itruly believe that our future lies in the quality of our people so I congratulate Hitachi for this initiative.
Quality is only striving for academic excellence which Asian parents put their priorities on all their children.
Almost all leading universities in the UK, US and Australia boast of Asians as among the top ten entrants
or graduates. So brains, we do have. But we also need a healthy overall understanding of ethics and social
environmental issues. We not only need discipline and diligence, but also experiential learning, participation
and commitment to the betterment of society. With equality for our future leaders and policy makers, we
must seek quality, identify and develop the best resources in each country. take pride in Asia and its rich
cultures. Only then are we equipped to lead the country to growth and sustainable development.

We have seen that impatience and opportunism in the race for growth and wealth and the conspicuously
extravagant consumption was unsustainable, resulting in economic turmoil that has plagued our region.
For example in Bangkok, massive construction by the private sector preceded infrastructure planning,
ereating environmental pollution problems on a major scale. To alleviate traffic problems mass transit
systems were undertaken by choosing the cheapest and the quickest projects, certainly
not because of their quality. Consequently the ugly elevated structures replaced treelined
streets and criss-crossed the center of business district further aggravating the air pollution
and economic hardship of the people alongside these structures. The government. no
doubt with healthy kick-backs, fully supported these developments. But they were also
anxious not to be impeded by social and environmental impact considerations which
were regarded as obstacles to progress. This disregard for people and communities in
favour of many projects has also led to much social unrest, demonstrations and sometimes
violent internal clashes.

Not only this, we have delays or sometimes cancelled projects which erode international
confidence. So. I think the economic downturn, in fact. has been a blessing in disguise.
[t has helped to push through the new constitution which has opened a new chapter in
Thailand. Changes in election laws should help reduce corrupt politicians, allow better
information access, to have a say in the management and development of our own
community. Of course with these rights, we also need and must have responsibility.

As democratic progress is being pursued in the region, we must prepare our young people to understand and
be ready to accept the more complex challenges that await them. Of course, the politicians and administrators
must also be educated to progress with the times, with systems against cronyism and equality at all levels. Most
Asian parents put pressure on their children for academic excellence from a very early age at the expense
ofsocial behavioral development. Education is not only for academic excellence with the ability for economic
and financial successes, it must also help to nurture the student into a quality adult. One with the right values,
ethics. an understanding of one’s rights and duties as a citizen, commitment to the community while preserving
oneself from negative impacts. Our students must understand that wealth without a quality life and good
environment is not sustainable and not worthwhile. That for sustainable development, environmental, social,
cultural, health and economic issues must be considered at the same time. Students must also learn by
participation activities through hands-on experiences. Teaching is not only in technology or techniques.
For example, through mass communication, students should learn and be aware of the enormous impact of
the mass media and what their professions could do. Not only to entertain, or provide news and knowledge, 37 HITACHI
but they can also influence behavior. cult and fashion. Social responsibility and commitment is therefore important.

YOUNG
The awareness and action on TV and films will be imitated. And so advertisements, programmes performance LEADERS
andl actions should be used to convey positive images to influence behavior. Lifestyles depicting high consumption ININTATIVE
and wastage must cease to be promoted. Learning can start with the primary schools where environmental -
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awareness can be nurtured. For example, children can be taught where paper and plastics come from.









