
 
 

- more - 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

Hitachi Rail Europe Wins First Traffic Management Contract in UK 

 
London; 27 July, 2015 - Hitachi Rail Europe (HRE) today held a ceremonial event at its 
Global Headquarters in London to mark the awarding and signing of the Thameslink contract 
for Traffic Management (TM) in partnership with Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (“Network 
Rail”).  
 
HRE will supply Network Rail with a traffic management solution with options for the South 
East and London North Eastern programme, which will provide the framework for a blue print 
to support the roll out of a full digital railway.  
 
Hitachi Rail’s traffic management systems support railway operations that can be reconfigured 
flexibly in keeping with passenger demand, to manage and control the running of the railway 
and support the rapid recovery of operations in the event of a delay or disruption.  
 
In Japan, these systems have been used on busy commuter networks, as well as Shinkansen 
high speed lines and other main lines for over 40 years, gaining Hitachi Rail a proven 
reputation for its punctuality and reliability in high density operations.  
 
Hitachi has the technical capability and expertise to support and ensure reliable railway 
operations in Great Britain and will work closely with Network Rail on the deployment of Traffic 
Management Systems for the UK railway. 
 
Signing the contract Karen Boswell, Managing Director of Hitachi Rail Europe, said: 
 
“This is a fantastic achievement for Hitachi Rail in the UK, following on the back of the Class 
395 (Javelin) high speed trains in 2009, the InterCity Express Programme (IEP) contract in 
July 2012 and Abellio’s ScotRail contract signed in March this year.” 
 
“Hitachi Rail is determined to strengthen its railway-related business in the UK and I look 
forward to working with Network Rail to deploy our proven Traffic Management System, which 
will bring significant benefits to rail commuters.” 
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Rail Minster Claire Perry said:  

 

“We are investing in the Thameslink Programme because it will transform rail travel for customers 

in London and the south east, providing more seats and quicker journeys. It will also create 

thousands of jobs, making it a vital part of our long-term economic plan.” 
 

“Today’s announcement isn’t just about new technology, it’s a key way to improve customer 

journeys, by increasing reliability and making sure they have the right information at the right time. 

We have seen huge growth in the number of people travelling by train and this investment will play 

a key role in keeping those customers moving safely, reliably and comfortably.” 

 

Technical scope of the project will be delivered by Hitachi Information Control Systems 
Europe Ltd, a new organisation that will bring together the products and experience of TRE, 
with those of the parent company’s Information & Telecommunications Systems and 
Infrastructure Systems Divisions – this includes simulators, automatic routing systems and the 
Tranista Traffic Management Platform.  
 
Thameslink Programme director Simon Blanchflower said:  
 
“Providing a frequent and reliable service through the heart of the city and to a host of new 
destinations will only be possible thanks to this technology.” 
  
“Traffic Management will provide extra guidance to our signallers and work with in-cab 
signalling and automatic train operation to deliver 24 trains per hour between London 
Blackfriars and St Pancras International. It will also improve the time it takes the railway to 
recover from delays and deliver fantastic customer information, to improve performance and 
passengers’ experience of our railway.” 
 
 
Tim Gray, Sales Director of TRE, commented: 
 
“We are looking forward to collaborating with our industry partners on this exciting project, 
which further justifies Hitachi’s investment and commitment in the UK infrastructure market.”  
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Notes to Editor: 
The Thameslink Programme will transform north-south travel through London. When 

complete in 2018 it will give passengers: 

• New spacious trains running every 2 to 3 minutes through central London in the peak 
• Improved connections and better options to more destinations on an expanded  
 Thameslink network, including Cambridge and Peterborough 

• Robust new track and signalling systems offer more reliable journeys 
• A completely rebuilt London Bridge station with more space and great facilities 

 
About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that answer 
society’s challenges with our talented team and proven experience in global markets. The 
company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2014 (ended March 31, 2015) totaled 9,761 billion 
yen ($81.3 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social Innovation Business, 
which includes power & infrastructure systems, information & telecommunication systems, 
construction machinery, high functional materials & components, automotive systems, 
healthcare and others. For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company's website at 
http://www.hitachi.com. 

 

About Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd.  
Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi Europe, Ltd. and is 
headquartered in London, UK. 
Hitachi Rail Europe is a total railway system supplier offering rolling stock, traction equipment, 
signalling, traffic management systems and maintenance depots. 
Hitachi draws on many years of experience as a leading supplier of high-speed trains such as 
the Shinkansen (bullet train) for the Japanese and international markets. In Europe, Hitachi 
Rail Europe’s first rolling stock contract was to deliver a fleet of 29 Class 395 trains, the first 
domestic high-speed train in the UK, which are maintained at Hitachi’s state-of-the-art depot 
in Ashford, Kent. As part of the British Department for Transport’s Intercity Express 
Programme, Hitachi Rail Europe will replace the UK’s fleet of intercity trains, and will establish 
a new rolling stock manufacturing facility in Newton Aycliffe, UK for this purpose. The trains 
will be maintained and serviced in a number of new maintenance depots along the Great 
Western Main Line and the East Coast Main Line.  
For more information about the company, please visit: www.Hitachirail-eu.com . 
 
 

http://www.hitachi.com/
http://www.hitachirail-eu.com/
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About TRE 
TRE (The Railway Engineering Company Limited) is a UK-based provider of software 
products for railway signalling and operations, including simulators and automatic route 
setting systems. TRE was acquired by Hitachi Ltd in December 2012. For more information 
about the company, please visit: www.trerail.co.uk.  

http://www.trerail.co.uk/


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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