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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Hitachi Energy and Linxon support National Grid in achieving 
sustainability targets through pioneering 420 kV SF6-free gas-

insulated switchgear technology 
Strengthening key power infrastructure in London while reducing carbon footprint 

 
Zurich, December 21, 2022 – Hitachi Energy and Linxon are collaborating to strengthen 
London Power Tunnels (LPT), a key power infrastructure project that will ensure reliable, clean 
electricity supply for England’s capital city. To support National Grid in accelerating its net zero 
targets, Hitachi Energy will deliver EconiQ™ 420-kilovolt (kV) gas-insulated switchgear (GIS) 
and gas-insulated lines (GIL) containing no sulfur hexafluoride (SF6).  
 
As one of the world’s largest investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities, National 
Grid has the ambition to remove all SF6 from its fleet by 2050. In 2020, it embarked on LPT 
project that will replace ageing high-voltage electricity cables and expand network capacity to 
meet the increasing electricity demand. Considered to be one of the city’s largest engineering 
projects since the 1960s, the LPT will span 32.5 kilometers via underground tunnels in South 
London.  
 
Linxon is building Bengeworth Road substation for National Grid to develop the LPT 
infrastructure. To support National Grid in its transition to SF6-free solutions, Hitachi Energy 
will deliver 7 bays of its EconiQ 420 kV GIS to enable the transmission of electricity over long 
distances while eliminating SF6, in addition to EconiQ 420 kV GIL. The EconiQ high-voltage 
portfolio is 100 percent as reliable as the conventional solutions based on SF6. The installation 
is expected to commence by 2023.  
 
“We’re delighted that Bengeworth Road substation, at the heart of London Power Tunnels, will 
be SF6-free.” said Onur Aydemir, National Grid Project Director for London Power Tunnels. 
“This key power project will deliver a secure energy supply to the capital, and by using 
sustainable technology we are minimizing the environmental impact of our operations to 
support the transition to Net Zero.” 
 
“Following the successful collaboration with National Grid on the world’s first replacement of 
SF6*1 in existing high-voltage equipment and award-winning*2 project in Richborough, UK, we 
are proud to be supporting National Grid again in its transition to SF6-free solutions,” said 
Markus Heimbach, Managing Director of the High Voltage Products business at Hitachi Energy. 
“The EconiQ GIS is based on our breakthrough SF6-free 420 kV circuit-breaker that 
demonstrates the reliability and scalability of the technology for the lowest carbon footprint.” 
*1  https://www.hitachienergy.com/news/press-releases/2021/12/hitachi-energy-partners-with-national-grid-on-world-s-first-

replacement-of-sf6-in-existing-high-voltage-equipment 
*2  https://www.theenergyawards.com/ene/en/page/winners-2022 
 
“Linxon is building the infrastructure to power the world with carbon free energy. Thanks to 
strong collaboration with Hitachi Energy, Linxon is able to provide the pioneering EconiQ SF6-
free solution from Hitachi Energy for the Bengeworth substation, supporting our client to meet 
their sustainability targets”, said Stefan Reisacher, CEO of Linxon. 
 
EconiQ is Hitachi Energy’s eco-efficient portfolio for sustainability, where products, services 
and solutions are proven to deliver exceptional environmental performance. Hitachi Energy 
has placed sustainability at the heart of its Purpose and is advancing a sustainable energy 
future for all.  
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EconiQ website: 
https://www.hitachienergy.com/sustainability/econiq 
 

- End – 
 

About Hitachi Energy Ltd. 
Hitachi Energy is a global technology leader that is advancing a sustainable energy future for 
all. We serve customers in the utility, industry and infrastructure sectors with innovative 
solutions and services across the value chain. Together with customers and partners, we 
pioneer technologies and enable the digital transformation required to accelerate the energy 
transition towards a carbon-neutral future. We are advancing the world’s energy system to 
become more sustainable, flexible and secure whilst balancing social, environmental and 
economic value. Hitachi Energy has a proven track record and unparalleled installed base in 
more than 140 countries. Headquartered in Switzerland, we employ around 40,000 people in 
90 countries and generate business volumes of approximately $10 billion USD.  
https://www.hitachienergy.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hitachienergy 
https://twitter.com/HitachiEnergy 
 
About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi drives Social Innovation Business, creating a sustainable society with data and 
technology. We will solve customers' and society's challenges with Lumada solutions 
leveraging IT, OT (Operational Technology) and products, under the business structure of 
Digital Systems & Services, Green Energy & Mobility, Connective Industries and Automotive 
Systems. Driven by green, digital, and innovation, we aim for growth through collaboration with 
our customers. The company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal year 2021 (ended March 31, 
2022) totaled 10,264.6 billion yen ($84,136 million USD), with 853 consolidated subsidiaries 
and approximately 370,000 employees worldwide. For more information on Hitachi, please 
visit the company's website at https://www.hitachi.com. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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